

Dear children in School Clondiru,
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I’m sure that you’ve already heard about Saint Paul of Tarsus. He had a very important role in the beginning of Christianity in Malta. You can look for this story in the Holy Bible. It’s about the shipwreck of Saint Paul near Malta.
‘Paul and some other prisoners were on board a ship on its way to Italy. The ship’s passage had been much delayed by the bad weather. When it anchored near Crete, Paul warned the Roman centurion in charge of the danger of sailing on. But the Roman centurion did not take care of Paul’s advice. They set sail along the coast to reach a safer harbour. At first there was fair wind but soon a hurricane sprang up. The ship was driven helpless before it. The situation was desperate. The captain started shouting and ordered that the cargo be thrown overboard to lighten the ship. The next day, the storm worsened and the ship tossed up and down. 

The crew and the prisoners gave up all hope of being saved. Then Paul stood in front of them and said, “Men! Don’t be afraid, for an angel of the God to whom I belong, and whom I worship, came to me this night! And he said, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul, God will save the lives of everyone who is with you on the ship!’ Paul continued by saying that the angel told him that they will find shelter on a nearby island.

On the fourteenth night of the voyage in the stormy seas, the sailors could tell that the ship was nearing land. They dropped four anchors, hoping to hold the ship off the rocks.

Paul kept encouraging the people on board the ship and assuring them that everybody will be saved from drowning. Soon their ship approached a sandy bay and hit some huge rocks. The waves began to break it to pieces. Everyone on board jumped into the [image: image2.jpg]


waves and swam ashore in safety. They were cold and wet. The islanders (Maltese people) saw them and lit a huge camp fire to warm them. Paul collected some wood too. As he put it on the fire, a snake driven out by the heat bit him on his hand. The Maltese people thought he would fall down dead; but Paul simply shook the snake off and the poison did not affect him. Everyone was surprised and the Maltese people soon decided that he must be a god!

In those days, Publius was the chief official of the Maltese islands. He gave hospitality to all the shipwrecked men. Learning that Publius’ father was sick, Paul healed him; and after that many sick people on the island were also cured. Paul explained that he was doing this in the name of God. Paul spent three months in Malta. During these three months he taught us about Christianity, about Jesus and God. This happened in the year 60AD. When St. Paul was in Malta it is believed that he lived in a small grotto in the north of Malta. After these three months  

St. Paul was taken to Rome to stand for trial. He was then 
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beheaded for refusing in front of court to deny his faith in Jesus and God.’


St. Paul is very important for us Maltese. He brought us faith and every 10th of February we celebrate this event, we call it 
‘St. Paul’s Shipwreck’ Day.     
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St. Paul’s Grotto





St. Paul’s Catacombs








